Short Answer questions — Review Session #2

1. Historians have sometimes referred to the period from the mid-17th century to
the late-18th century as the Age of Reason.

a) Provide TWO specific pieces of evidence that support this
characterization of the period and explain how they support it.

b) Provide ONE specific piece of evidence that undermines this
characterization of the period and explain how it undermines it.
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a) Briefly explain TWO effects on European economies during the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries of the trade networks shown on
the map.

b) Briefly explain ONE effect on European politics during the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries of the trade networks shown on the map.



Use the passages below to answer all parts of the question that follows.
Source 1

“The First World War was a tragic and unnecessary conflict. Unnecessary because the
train of events that led to its outbreak might have been broken at any point during the
five weeks of crisis that preceded the first clash of arms, had prudence or common
goodwill found a voice; tragic because the [war] ended the lives of ten million human
beings, tortured the emotional lives of millions more, destroyed the benevolent and
optimistic culture of the European continent and left . . . a legacy of political rancor
and racial hatred. . .. The Second World War . . . was the direct outcome of the First”

John Keegan, The First World War, 1998
Source 2

“The First World War solved some problems and created others; in doing so it was
little different from any other war. . . . [Since the late 1920s] one interpretation of the
war [as unnecessary and tragic] has increasingly dominated over all others. This has
created a barrier between our understanding of the war and that of those who fought
in it. ... Many of the ideologies which had given the war meaning became loaded
with later connotations. . . . But there is no inevitability linking the Treaty of Versailles
. . . to the outbreak of the Second World War. The First World War broke empires,
triggered the Russian Revolution, forced a reluctant United States on to the world
stage, and revivified liberalism. . . . It was emphatically not a war without meaning

or purpose.’

Hew Strachan, The First World War, 2003

a) Explain ONE major difference between Keegan’s and Strachan’s
interpretations of the role of the First World War in European history.

b) Provide ONE piece of evidence from the period between the First and the
Second World Wars that supports Keegan’s interpretation (Source 1) and
explain HOW it supports the interpretation.

¢) Provide ONE piece of evidence from the period between the First and the
Second World Wars that supports Strachan’s interpretation (Source 2) and
explain HOW it supports the interpretation.



